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The James Monroe Tomb is a r ec t angu la r  (approx 13'x 9 ' )  ,, c a s t  i r o n  cage" which c o m e r s  t h e  simple g r a n i t e  sarcophaguh 
of James Monroe. It is executed i n  t h e  flamboyant Gothic 
Revival S t y l e .  A lancet-arched screen  of t h e  Cathedral  
window type  i s  used on a l l  f o u r  facades wi th  two f l ank ing  
subordina te  l ance t  Prches included on t h e  two l o n g l f r o n t s .  
The c e n t r a l  a rch  uses  a form of rose  window t r a c e r y  a t  t h e  
t o p  with t h r e e  round arched openings below. The screen  motif 
i s  f lanked by co lone t t e s  a t  t h e  corners  which support m a l l  
t a b e r n a c l e s  r i s i n g  above t h e  facades .  The "roof" i s  an open 
t r ace ry  og iva l  curve canopy. The tomb i s  placed on a b luf f  
overlooking t h e  James ~ i v e r .  A low s tone  wall ,  which r i s e s  
in places  no more than  two-feet ,  i n c i r c l e s  a c i r c l e  around 
t h e  tonh. The p l an t ing  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  g r a s s .  
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INTEGRITY 
-- Original site g] 

D E S C R I B E  TME PRESENT A N D  O R I G I N A L  (IfhnOwn) P H I S I C A L  A P P E A F I ? N C E  

(abridged from HABS Data ) I 

(Check One) 

Excal lent  [XI Caod ~ d i r  (7 0eterior.ted (7 R u i n s  0 Unexposed -- 
(Cheek One) 

Altarad (7 Unaltered 

(Check On.) 
! 
1 MOW-d n 



S P E C I F I C  D A T E I S 1  f I IApol lcnble sndKoovnJ 

A R E A S  O F  SIGNIFICANCE (Check Ono or More es Appmprlate) 

Abor iginal Edusotion 0 P o l i t i c a l  Urban Planning . 
Prehistoric n Engineering L-1 Rsl ig ion/Phi -  01h.r (Sperllyj n 

. SIGNIFICANCE , . . , . . . . . 

Hi3to i ic  13 
Agriculture Cl 
Art CI 
Comm.,c. 1: l 
Communisations [:I 
C*n..r*.ti.n 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Include P e r ~ ~ a l l o . .  Dale., Kwrnl.. E l s . )  

NATIONAL I LANDMARK . - - -- ., 

Designing tombs'and monuments f o r  t h e  powerful and famous 
has  produced some of t h e  worlds most outs tanding a r c h i t e c t u r e  
and has been a chal lenge t o  t h e  worlds most outs tanding a r c h i c  ' . 
t e c t s .  The l ist  runs from t h e  grandeur of t h e p y m m i d e s  and 
t h e  Ta j  Mahal to-thermore modest Wainwright tomb by Louis - 
Sul l ivan .  In. t h e  study of 19th-century American a r c h i t e c t u r e  
t h e  James Monroe Tomb i n  Hollywood Cemetery, Richmond, Vi rg in ia  
occupies an important p lace  not because of i t s  s t y l e  which i s  
Gothic Revival and not because of i t s  a r c h i t e c t ,  Albert  Lybrock 
but because of i t s  m a t e r i a l .  The James Monroe tomb is made of 
cas t  i r o n ,  cas t  by t h e  f i r m  of Wood and Perot  i n  Ph i l ade lph ia  
and e rec ted  i n  1859. The d e l i c a t e  and flamboyant open Gothic 
t r a c e r y  of t h e  des ign  was poss ib la  t b  achieve i n  c a s t  i r o n  i n  
an outdoors tomb, i n  a manner not possibl 'e a t  t h i s  , s ca le  i n  
s tone .  Though t h e  James Monroe Tomb is a small  s c a l e  mas te r - ' .  
p iece  of cas t  i r o n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  it d id  not l eave  t h e  f a r  reaching 
s t r u c t u r a l  o r  s t y l i s t i c  inf luence  of o t h e r  c a s t  i r o n  achievements 
such as t h e  dome of t h e  United S t a t e s  Capi to l  i n  Washington, D.C. 

PERIOD (Check One or More a. Approprlete) 1 
P r e - C o l u m b i ~ n  16th Century 18th Century 20th C m t u r y  

15th Century U 17th Canfury 19th Century 

I HISTORY (Abridged from HABS Data) 

James Monroe, f i f t h  Pres ident  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  d ied  i n  
New York City on Ju ly  4 ,  1831, and was bur ied  i n  t h e  New York City 
Marble Cemetery. I n  1856 p lans  were proposed t o  e r e c t  a monument 
i n  memory of t h e  l a t e  Pres ident  i n  New York. A t  t h i s  t ime,  Governor 
Henry A. Wise received a l e t t e r  from t h e  Governor of New York 
inqu i r ing  i f  V i rg in ia ,  b i r t h p l a c e  of Monroe, wished t o  have t h e  
body r e i n t e r r e d  i n  t h e  state.  Two thousand d o l l a r s  was Voted by t h e  
Vi rg in ia  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  and t h e  body of Monroe was re turned on 
t h e  steamship "~amestown", on loan  from t h e  Virg in ia  Steamship 
Company, accompanied by $he Seventh Regiment from New York. Impres- 
s i v e  ceremonies were held i n  Richmond, h ighl ighted  by speeches from 
t h e  Governors of New York and Vi rg in ia  c a l l i r g  f o r  n a t i o n a l  un i ty .  
The records  of Hollywood Cemetery were burned i n  1865, and a s  a 

r e s u l t  t h e r e  a r e  no s p e c i f i c  records  of Monroe's b u r i a l  p lace  and 
t h e  monument. 
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James Monroe Tomb 

8 .  Statement of S igni f icance  (1) 

The cas t  i r o n  t c i b  was erec ted  i n  1859. It was designed 
by an Alsa t ian  a r c h i t e c t ,  Albert  Lybrock, who had l ived  i n  
Richmond s ince  1852. The tomb was cas t  by t h e  f i rm of Wood and 
Perot  of Phi ladelphia  a t  a cos t  of $1,682. ' 
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